Hurricanes

Hurricane George, which has been sweeping across the
Atlantic for the last few days, struck the coastal areas of Jahar
shortly before dawn, with winds of up to 170 miles an hour. The
battering gales are said to be moving inland, causing
widespread damage and devastation. As the hurricane-force
winds cut a swath across the country, they are leaving behind
a trail of destruction, downed power lines and telephone poles,
torn off roofs and uprooted trees. The fishing fleet was totally
destroyed as the winds rlpped boats from their moorings : and
tossed them on shore. :

Huge seas heavily mundated populated areas of the coastal
plains, wiping out several settlements. Coastal town residents
have sought refuge in stone-built.churches, and on higher

ground. So far the violent hurricane has left one hundred dead -
in its wake. The death toll is still climbing as more and more

bodies are recovered from under collapsed’ buildings. Five
hundred people are reported missing, and are presumed’ dead,
having been swept away by flood waters. The casualty list and
the damage statistics are still incomplete and will probably soar
as communication links with affected areas are restored.

As hardly a house in the area st111 has a roof, the Pres1dent has. )

declared the state of emergency, Residents are in desperate need
of food and shelter. The authorities ordered the evacuation of
people from the capital, although it is hoped that by the time

the hurricane reaches that city, it will have downgraded to a

tropical storm. If so, the city will survive relatively unscathed.
However, what has not already been flattened by the winds is

still likely to be severely damaged by mudslides and floods |
caused by the accompanying torrential rain. Judging by the

devastation, Hurricane George is likely to be the deadhest storm
on record.
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Headline
Rearrange the words to form the headline to the report.

100 ¢ OVER ¢ DEADLY s JAHAR » STRIKES o KILLING '.GEORGE

...............................................................................................................................

Translation practice

Huragan, ktéry w ciagu ostatnich dni przechodzil nad Atlantykiem, dotart dzig
rano do wybrzezy Jaharu. Wedlug doniesienr prasowych, wichuira przesuwa
sie w glab lgdu powodujgc duze zniszezenia, Huragan pozrywal linie wyso-
kiego napiecia i dachy, powyrywal drzewa i stupy telefoniczne. Wzburzone
morze zalalo przybrzezne osady. Ludnosé szuka schromienia w kogciolach i na
wyzej polozonych terenach. Liczba ofiar smiertelnych roénie. Ogloszorio stan
kleski zywiolowej. Wiadze miasta zarzgdzily ewakuacje ludnosei ze stolicy,
cho€ przypuszeza sie, ze huragan znacznie oslabnie zanim dotrze do miasta.
Istnieje nadzieja, ze stolica nie ulegnie dewastacji. Sadzac po rozmiarach znisz-
czen, huragan George moze by¢ uznany za najgrozniejszy ze wszystkich, ja-
kie do tej pory odnotowano. o -

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................
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Discussion topics | _
1. What kind of precautions ean people take against the onslaught
of a hurricane if they are told long enough in advance?

2. What makes a hurricane so formidable? What devastating elements
accompany it?

3. A hurricane forms a natural phenomenon known as “the eye of the storm”,
Can you guess what it 1g? ‘ . - :

4. What would you do if you knew that you lived in a region plagued by
hurricanes and typhoons? How would you protect your house and family?
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